
The New Common Core 
State Standards

and
PARCC Assessment System

What this Means for 
Illinois Educators

Coming Together to Raise Achievement: New Assessments 

for the Common Core State Standards

www.k12center.org

(edited by Laura Beltchenko, to inform administration, 
faculty staff and greater community of learners)

Copyright © 2011. All rights reserved. Intended for public use by the Center for K-12 Assessment & Performance Management at ETS. 

http://www.k12center.org/


Mission Statement

The Common Core State Standards provide 
a consistent, clear understanding of what 
students are expected to learn, so teachers and 
parents know what they need to do to help 
them. The standards are designed to be robust 
and relevant to the real world, reflecting the 
knowledge and skills that our young people 
need for success in college and careers. With 
American students fully prepared for the future, 
our communities will be best positioned to 
compete successfully in the global economy.

Common Core State Standards Initiative



The Common Core Standards:

 are aligned with college and work expectations.

CCSS: 
•are clear, understandable, and consistent.
•include rigorous content and application of 

 knowledge through high‐order skills.
•build upon strengths and lessons of current 

 state standards.
•are informed by top‐performing countries, 

 so all students are prepared to succeed in our 

 global economy and society.
•are evidence‐based.

Common Core State Standards Initiative



Our Students. . .Prepared 
for success after high 
school

Our Promise. . 
.Leadership, Advocacy, 
& Support

Our Future…Strong 
communities, 
competitive workforce





21st Century 
Teaching and Learning



Setting the Tone for American Public 
 Education

• The Common Core State Standards (CCSS)  set a tone for 
American public education - establishing a common foundation for 
building excellence and equity for all students.

• The next critical steps: 

– Developing common performance standards and assessment systems 
that measure proficiency and individual growth

– Developing an interactive, online digital library that accelerates the 
identification and sharing of best resources, tools and practices

RI

IL
FLCTPA

State silos of cost, effort, expertise

Interactive Digital Library

Shared platform for collaboration, cost and effort 

 
efficiencies, sharing of best practices
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English Language Arts 
Common Core







Shift of Thinking in Verbs
IAF 2.6.01 Identify elements of fiction. IAF 2.6.04 Identify 

the author’s message or theme.

CCS-RL9 Compare text in different forms or genres in 
terms of their approaches to similar themes and topics.

Performance Task:  Demonstrate an understanding of 
elements of literature (analysis, inductive reasoning

Read “Cinderella”, the Emperor’s New Clothes,” and “Ugly 
Duckling”, how do they compare? What connections do 
you find? Explain the conclusions you can draw from 
reading these stories. 



Determining the Childs Reading  
“ZPD”

Range of reading and level of text 
 complexity

 (Standard 10Standard 10, Appendices A and B)
“Staircase” of growing text complexity 

across grades
High‐quality literature and informational 

texts in a range
of genres and subgenres



A “Portrait”of Students who meet 
the ELA Standards are as follows:

• Build strong content knowledge
• Demonstrate independence
• Respond to the varying demands of 

audience , task, purpose and 
discipline

• Comprehend as well as critique
• Value evidence
• Use Technology and digital media 

strategically and capably
• Understand other perspective and 

cultures.

These portraits exemplify students who are 
college and career ready.  



ELA Common Core

Essential Question #1

How will the Common Core Change 
Instruction for Teachers?

Sally Hampton Senior Author ELA, CCSS

http://commoncore.pearsoned.com/index.cfm?locator=PS11Ye


ELA Common Core

Essential Question #2

How will the Common Core Change 
Learning Expectations for our Students?

Sally Hampton - Senior Author ELA, CCSS

http://commoncore.pearsoned.com/index.cfm?locator=PS11Ye


ELA Common Core 

Essential Question #3

What are the Implications of the Standards 
in Our Classrooms? 

Sally Hampton - Senior Author ELA, CCSS

http://commoncore.pearsoned.com/index.cfm?locator=PS11Ye


Mathematics Common Core 

Essential Question #1

How will be approach and develop the 
revision of curriculum? 

Phil Daro, Senior Author Mathematics CCSS

http://commoncore.pearsoned.com/index.cfm?locator=PS11Ye


Mathematics Common Core

Essential Question #3

Based on how currently teach, how do we 
create better understanding in the use of 
standards?

http://commoncore.pearsoned.com/index.cf 
m?locator=PS11Ye

(Link for all video clips)

http://commoncore.pearsoned.com/index.cfm?locator=PS11Ye
http://commoncore.pearsoned.com/index.cfm?locator=PS11Ye


What is Not Covered by the 
Standards

• The Standards DO 
define what all 
students are expected 
to know and be able 
to do, NOT HOW 
teachers should 
teach. 

• They do not describe 
all than can or should 
be taught



What is Not Covered by the 
Standards

• The standards DO NOT 
define the nature of 
advanced work for 
students who meet the 
Standards prior to the 
end of high school. 

• The Standards set grade- 
specific standards but DO 
NOT define the 
intervention methods or 
materials necessary to 
support students who are 
well below or well above 
grade level expectation. 



What is Not Covered by the 
Standards

• It is also beyond the 
scope of the 
Standards to define 
the full range of 
supports appropriate 
for ELL’s and for 
students with special 
needs. 

• The ELA Standards 
do not describe “the 
whole of readiness.”



Partnership for the Assessment of 
Readiness for College and Careers:

PARCC

24‐Feb‐11



PARCC States

38

12 Participating States

13 Governing States
Arizona
Arkansas
District of Columbia
Florida (Fiscal Agent)
Georgia

Illinois
Indiana
Louisiana
Maryland

Massachusetts (Board Chair)
New York
Rhode Island
Tennessee

Alabama
California
Colorado
Delaware

Kentucky
Mississippi
New Jersey
North Dakota

Ohio
Oklahoma
Pennsylvania
South Carolina



The Comprehensive Consortia

24‐Feb‐11
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Administration and Scoring:
–Overall assessment system will include a mix of 
constructed response items, performance tasks, 
and computer-enhanced, computer-scored items.
–Assessments for grades 6-12 will be administered 
via computer while 3-5 will be administered via 
paper and pencil (in the short term).
–Combination of artificial intelligence and human 
scoring will be employed; states will individually 
determine the extent to which teachers will be 
involved in scoring.

Assessment System Design: 
Distributed Summative Assessment
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Formative Tools: 
Partnership Resource Center (PRC): an online, 
digital resource that includes two supports –

Released items with item data, student work, rubrics.
Model curriculum frameworks.

Text Complexity Diagnostic Tool: a computer- 
adaptive tool to identify students’ proximate zone of 
development and supply suggestions for appropriate 
texts for students to read.

K-2 Assessments in ELA/Literacy and 
Mathematics.

Assessment System Design: 
Formative Assessment



Expected Outcomes of Higher Education 
Involvement

– Better alignment of high school curricula 
with first-year college courses.

– Development of “bridge courses” and 
exploration of dual enrollment policies.

– Targeted college readiness supports to 
help students make the transition.

– Alignment of exit standards in high 
school with placement expectations of 
postsecondary systems.

42



THROUGH- 
COURSE

ASSESSMENTS

END OF YEAR
COMPREHENSIVE

ASSESSMENT

• One to three tasks that assess a
few “keystone” standards/topics

• Given at three points during the 
school year, near the end of quarters

• Results within 2 weeks to inform
instruction and intervention

• Taken on computer, with mixed 
item types

• Scored entirely by computer for
fast results   

PARCC: Two Types of Summative Tests

• Scores from throughScores from through--course assessments and endcourse assessments and end--ofof--year testyear test
will be combined for annual accountability score.will be combined for annual accountability score.

24‐Feb‐11



25

 

%

Through-course
ASSESSMENT 1
• ELA
• Math

50

 

%

Through-course
ASSESSMENT 2
• ELA
• Math

PARCC: Through-Course Assessments 
1 and 2

In a single session/class period, students in grades 3 ‐

 

11 will:

• ELA:      Read texts, draw evidence to form conclusions, and prepare a written 
analysis

• Math:   For each of 1 or 2 essential topics (standards or clusters of standards),
complete 1 to 3 constructed response tasks

24‐Feb‐11



Through-course
ASSESSMENT4

• Speaking
• Listening

75

 

%

Through-course
ASSESSMENT 3
• ELA
• Math

PARCC:  Focused Assessment 3

Over several sessions/class periods, students will 

 
complete a project‐like task that draws on a range 

 
of skills.  Examples:

• ELA:     Locate digital information, evaluate and
select sources, and compose an essay or     
research paper

• Math:  Perform a multi‐step performance task 
that requires application of 
mathematical skills and reasoning and   
may require technological tools

• Speaking/Listening task:  Conducted in classroom,
not used for accountability, scored by teacher.

24‐Feb‐11



90

 

%

END OF YEAR
COMPREHENSIVE 

ASSESSMENT

PARCC:  End-of-Year Assessment

• Composed of 40 to 65 questions of a range of item 

 types including innovative technology‐enhanced items to 

 sample the full year of standards

• Scored by computer

• Will make major investment in enhanced item types

• To accurately assess high‐

 

and low‐performing 

 students, will include items above and below grade level, 

 and may consider leveled or adaptive tests

 

if needed

24‐Feb‐11



Through-course
ASSESSMENT4

• Speaking
• Listening

25

 

%

Through-course
ASSESSMENT 1
• ELA
• Math

50

 

%

Through-course
ASSESSMENT 2
• ELA
• Math

90

 

%

END OF YEAR
COMPREHENSIVE 

ASSESSMENT

75

 

%

Through-course
ASSESSMENT 3
• ELA
• Math

PARTNERSHIP RESOURCE CENTER: Digital library of released items, formative assessments, model 
curriculum frameworks, curriculum resources, student and educator tutorials and practice tests, 
scoring training modules, and professional development materials

Summative 
assessment for 
accountability

Required, but 
not used tor 
accountability

The PARCC System

24‐Feb‐11

English Language Arts and Mathematics, Grades 3 ‐

 

11



PARCC Timeline

49

Sept. 2011

Development 

 
phase begins

Sept. 2012

First year field 

 
testing and 

 
related 

 
research and 

 
data collection 

 
begins

Sept. 2013

Second year 

 
field testing 

 
begins and 

 
related 

 
research and 

 
data collection 

 
continues

Sept. 2014

Full 

 
administration 

 
of PARCC 

 
assessments 

 
begins

Oct. 2010

Launch and 

 
design phase 

 
begins

Summer 2015

Set 

 
achievement 

 
levels, 

 
including 

 
college‐ready 

 
performance 

 
levels



What will Schools Do to Know 
 Understand and Apply the Standards

Benefits:

• Fewer, clearer, next‐generation standards

• Systems of high quality, aligned summative and 
 formative assessments, with rapid results to teachers

• Online digital libraries for sharing of resources, 
 identification of effective practices, etc.

• Leveraging of human and financial capital across 
 states

24‐Feb‐11



Creating a School Community 
Leading to Change. 

The following resources provide you as a 
school leader to develop a systemic model 
for school “new”form not just reform. LB



Bruce Tuckman’s 
Team Development



Linda Darling Hammond

Preparing Teachers for a 
 Changing World

 recommends the creation 
 of an informed teacher 

 education curriculum 
 with the common 

 elements that represent 
 state‐of‐the‐art standards 

 for the profession.
(Intro and Chapter 1 set a pace for chapters 5, 10 and 11)



Developing a Model Unified 
Thinking



Systems Thinking



Systems Thinking, Peter Senge



Creating A Model for Change

This book provides six 
great philosophies for 
leaders to help their 
organizations survive 
and thrive in today’s 
complex environment. 
This book is 
recommended to 
anyone who wants to 
help his/her 
organization to grasp 
opportunities and 
succeed at change.



Michael Fullan



Systems Thinking and “Doing” L.B.



Please refer to Coming Together to Raise Achievement: 
New Assessments 
for the Common Core State Standards

www.k12center.org

To contact me with regard to any information found 
in this power point, please contact me, 

Laura Beltchenko,
Assistant Superintendent, Wauconda CUSD #118, 
Secretary, Illinois Association of Title I Directors.

Lbeltchenko@118.org

http://www.k12center.org/
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